Lipocortin-present perforating and lipocortin-absent nonperforating Crohn's disease.
To investigate whether Crohn's disease has two different clinical forms, a relatively aggressive perforating type and a more indolent nonperforating type, we compared the concentrations of lipocortin and prostaglandin E2 (PGE2) in the inflamed mucosa of 12 patients with strictly controlled Crohn's disease with those found in histologically normal mucosa of control subjects. The inflamed mucosa obtained from eight patients with nonperforating Crohn's disease did not react with antilipocortin antibody on immune blot analysis. In contrast, the inflamed mucosa from four patients with perforating Crohn's disease, as well as that obtained from histologically normal controls, contained lipocortins. In addition, higher concentrations of intramucosal ileal and colonic PGE2 were found in patients with nonperforating Crohn's disease (902 +/- 454 pg/wet weight [WW] mg and 1,268 +/- 567 pg/WW mg, respectively) compared with normal controls (90.2 +/- 43.1 pg/WW mg and 173 +/- 76.5 pg/WW mg, respectively) (p less than 0.01). The difference in intramucosal ileal and colonic PGE2 levels between patients with perforating Crohn's disease (109.6 +/- 16.7 pg/WW mg and 252 +/- 34.4 pg/WW mg, respectively) and normal controls was not significant. These findings indicate that there may be two distinct patterns of Crohn's disease that differ in the amount of lipocortin present in the intestinal mucosa.